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m StATE

ITrat(ijji 'i'nd' Krarny s Brai*ir''and ''*rru^
• MfJi lloth. ' ii

Only a few of the Kurvivini; per-
Min.'il fiii nds of the Jute (ivn. John

ifriillon |;nov/ of u Ktrikini; i-pbode
in hid cart-cr, unique, perhaps, in
the Vi'ar for .Southern Independence
,&nd in many respectn ns remnrkublo
us the relebrutcd letter of Lord,]
C'harlc.i Monta;,'u to Major General
Moultrio, another South Carorma
rebel, when he was a prisoner of
war in tlx: hands of the British.

r.cfcrcnee id made to a letter from

M.nj. Cen. Philip Kc.-irny, U. S. A.,
to the then Col. John Bratton, C.
S. A., who had ^^bccn desperately
wounded at the battle of Seven

rinc.<, and wa.<s a prisoner at Fort-^,^
resA Monroe.

At the earnest request of a fcl*]
low rollcKian and war conir.ndc o'f
fienci'iil tjratlon, the Bev. Theodore
I), '{now Bishop) Bratton consented
to the publirution of General Kcarny's
letter to his fnthcr.

. 'On .May hi., 1802, Colonel Bratton,
on foot, led his regiment,- the Sixth
S.outh Carolin.n, in the battle bf
Seven rinc.s, or "Fair Oaks," as .it
U called at the Korth, though after
A'nrd the men' scattered and each''

nuin foitght for himself, a.s at the'.'
battle at Kl Caney in the Spanish-
American war.

Colonel ' Brntton's leadership and
gallantry nltrncled the nttcniion of
his own eontmanders, as shown in the
accompanying letter of Gen. It. H.

nilerson, n.d chnllcngcd the admira
tion of hi.^ foes, us proved by Ihcj
ningnunimou.<t I.eltcr of the gallant]
General Kearny.

The Second brigade had four]
times nllackcd the Federals and]
driven them two miles from their|
first line of battle. In tho fourth]
chnrgp, nt about sundown, Cplpnelj
Bratton was seriously wounded inj
the right arm, the ball entering'hisl
body. In company with other]
wounded men, Colonel Bratton at
tempted to get back •to the Con-I]
federate lines, hut was cnpturcd hy|
men of Col. J. H. Ilobart Ward's]
Thirty-eighth New York vcgim.cnt,']
a few of the wounded mak.ing their J
esrnpc.

Colonel Brntton's woun.ds were at
first thought to bo fatal and he was!
nsked if he had any- message to sundj
to his people at home. His reply!
.was: "Tell Ihcmi the Sixth Southi
Carolina fought as well as. any men]
ever dill." But the wounds did not

prove so dangerous, and were carci
fully dressed by Dr. B:- Gesner, ns-<
sistant surgeon 6f Ward's regiment^
in whose hnnds Colonel Bratlon. pui
his wnteh for safe keeping.

The wounded prisoner wns carried]
to Fortress Monroe,' and there cons]
fitu-tl with .1 number of wounded Con-j
fvt'.i-rati-.s in one of its dark nnd]
(Uiinp l.ivvor ra.-ieiuunlcs.

(:(-ix-r.tl Kcarny's LcKrr.
fc-.v du.v.s alter his voafxicmciit,]

Colonel Bratton received by spccialj

jVdti't 'br" tho folh wing ' letIer"?roi
Ceni rai Kna:'.".ys
Dear 5tr:' •

Tic vtunes oI this unnatural wat
have himIo ^-mi t- prixjiicr, iisxi nj
it wns in the hands of one of my
regiments (ro-jrtt Maine. Colonel
Walker I thif. yoif fell. 1 ta'se the
liberty, '.n co.;rtc#v itncl good feeling,
of j.ultiiig n .vs»-|{ or friends of the
North at your dispn-ial.
' I forwartl by a specinl me."-:«cnger
your sword, belt and watch, to
gether with a letter from the sur
geon, Doctor (icsni-r. who attended
.you, and who is an acquaintance of
.your family it the South.

• If, sir, you will permit me the
ifavor, 1 ais-) place nt your call -a
credit with my Imnkers, Biggs &
Co., Wa.-hinglnii, of $'JOO, which may
serve you until your own arrange
metits .'•re m.nde.
! Very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,
P. KEARNY,

Mnjor Gcnt-rnl Commanding Third
'Division, Third Corps.

Colonel Bratton, Sixth South Carcv-
: Una Begiment. . i

•The onvelopu Is addressed:
•tTo Coionel Bratton, Prisoner of War
' ".Sixth South Carolina Begiment

"To the care of- and for inspection
of General Wadsworlh, or Comitijs-
sary General of Prisoners, Washing'
ton."

Surgeoti Gesncr's Letter,
i The inclosed letter from Poclor,
Gc.-.ncr rends ns follows:

Camp near Fair Oaks, Va., June Q
.

Colonel Bratton, Sixth South Carohpp;
Voluiitecrs:. • i

Sir: On the. evening of May 31 the
regiment under your command, being
one. of thOFis npnosfd to the brigade
under oomiuand of Ool. J. II. llob-
nrt Ward, Thirty-eighth New York.
Volunteers (to when? command I huv<|
the honor to belong), yoit were, un«
fortunately for you, severely wounded
.nnd c.-iiiic under my charge. On that
qccnsion you placed In my charge for
safekeeping-yopr watch, and now., be
ing In n place.of safety, I have the
honor, throitgh Gen. P. Keprny, com-
'inandiiig this division, to return tho*
iaame. Wilh the ' hope that your
wounds, though severe, may not prove
fatal, I remain, with sincere sym
pathy, most respectfully your obe-i:Sjent servant. • . . 0. GESNER. •]
AssisUint Surgcoi), Thirty-eighth N,.

Y. V.

Doctor Gesner in his letter to • i
Colonel Bratton cjalms that he had
been captured by a New York rcgi-i
mcnt.(Wprd'f) and General Kearny,•
it will he noted, •say.s that it wa^
the Fourth Maine, but this discrcp^
attcy is of little consequence, for
General Kcnrny coniniandcd the di«
Y.i.si.on which included both regiments.

•fhis .letter, from Ccncraf Kearny,
pne of the most eminent cavalry",
leaders of tho Federal arniy.i to a';
Confederate colonel whom ho did nqt-
know personally, is at once o beau-:
tlftil tribute to Colonel Bratton'a gal-'
Inntry and an evidence that General,i
.Bcarny, like Sir Philip Sidney, was
.'•the impcrsonntion of high thought,^
'seated in a he^rt of courtesy,"

But General Kcarny's kinif of-'
;ficcs did rot end with the rcttjrn of
the Fword." belt .-md watch to tho,
'wounded ('.onfcdcrnle. Colonel Brat-
(fun t.as rrmoved to the upper tier
of ciiSL'nn-nts • of Fortress Monroe,
.where he wa.t comfortably lodged
and rcccivi-d' courteous attentions
from the .<ur»coo iitid olhi-r otri-
•cial.", and he !earn<-d thtjt the com-,
"l-.iand.jr of Ih.f pri.-on had vcc-ivcd

fro»| '̂uV3{Inii?'th.:t 'evet^ "cohsiiic ration~b6'
bhuwn- htoj Mhc:\ he eei.e..li- cod

and wa.s a'. ;.vo,i t.i :\ i-t-.t and

go out It.-.!! ng. '«<• \v»»-.;!.t oi'.y
be in sigh', and Mi;r.ct;i-.tc. within
purahoc. of the I'on.'oijor.iti- j id.els.
One of Goncrrd Pratton'* )d>-a:anteat
recollection< of prts.^o li^o w;..-* that
the soldier's wife who l.:;.l chargp
pf his mcis took tjm ti:dt thnt he
would brin.. in r.nd credited him with
their value. When the h.ippy day of
his exchange arrived, nod h- w.is
about to leave the fort, the good
woman handed him a miiu of money
.as the surplus of his-ti.-ih aeeouiit,
and was i-.iost urgent that he
ccivc it.

.. How happy would General Bratton
have been had the fortunes of war;
permitted hint to rceiproeatc tho
courtesies uf his "friend, the enemy";
how earnestly would he have worked
for Kcarny's exchange or release on
parole; how warmly, nftler the ilread
•ful war was over, would he Ixive wel
ico:ned him to hospitable "Farming
ton," his country home in Fairlield
county!

But such was not to be. General;
Kearny, the soldier of Frunec, in Al
giors and Italy, a hero uf Contrerns
and Cherubusco, and major general pf
the United States army in the Con
federate war, was to fall three months^
later, the same year, while recon
noitering bt Ox Hill, near Chanlilly
Vn.

As a filling conclusion in this in
tercsting episode in General Briitton'
brilliant career, and as evidence thnt
this estimate of his courage and nbil
ity is not colored by personal friend
'^hip, the following letter of .Majo
.General (nftorward Lieutenant Gen
'prul) Richard il. Aiidersuu is here
prc.scnled:
Camp, near Frederickubiirg, Va., .Ian-]

uary 2-1, l.stJ:i,
General: 1 heg to recummeiul Cut,

John Bratlon, cuinmnmliiig the Sixth
regiment. South Carolina troops, foe
promotion to the rank of brigadier
general. Jlis superior capacity nnd
constancy in the dischnrgo of his or
dinary duties as a colonel • would
strongly recommend him for ndvunce-
nient, hut he merits il more pariic;
ulnrly for his gallant conduct in but
tic.

At Seven Pines he was one of the
Irtiders In the intrepid and irre.sir.ti
dtle chnrgo of the Second divisinnl
Long.strer'.'s division, which encuinl
tercd nnd heat a greatly superior
force of the enemy in four succossivp
'combats, driving them two miles
/rom their fresh line of halile.
f Throughout the whole netioa ho
wns coiiKrdcuoiis for s'uill and cour
age, coolness nnd good management.'

At the close of the fourth and last
encounter he received a very severe,
wound through the arm and .shoulder.-
His conduct excited my admiration,
aad I am happy to perform this rather
tardy act of justice. 1 am, very re
.spcctfully, your most oheillent sdr
vnnt, B. H. AKDEIiSO.V,

M.tjor General ProvLsional Army.
To Gen. S. Cooper, Adjniaiit and

Inspector GenornI, Kichinnnd, Va
On May .G,' IKO-l, Colonel Bratton

was appointed'a brigadier general of
the Conffderatc army, and Junr^, 1)
following the uppuititmcnt was
.confirmed and he wn.s ordered to
report to Cen. K. K. Lee. ilis hrig-;
ade w.n.s Composed of the Firs
ifcgimcnt.. South Carolina Vuluntner
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r' General Bralton'# Commcnt."*^"^
William Woodward Dix<«n. in .some

•^'airfield ro>ninii;cenc;s for The News,
•and Herald. Wii:nsbc.-o. siN-s Ihit he
•can find n(» rc.ord that Gen. John
•Bratton. Confei-crale Statc-s army,
iwas ever a inembcr of any church,
r'f do remember that • ho was very
[much interested in his son's ordina-
Uion into the ministry. That' son is
(now bish<- of the Mississippi dio-
Iccse. Coins to hear Theodore preach
(for the first time he came out of tho(
{church and remarked at the door toi
Col. Henry Gaillard: "The damned lit-/

{tie rescal did pretty wclll Don't yod{think so. Henry'.'" ' \j

"Fh'st to Go Overseas." '
y^'H. Flcnnikcn. wmnsboro, m Ncwsl

and Herald, Winnsboro. (
Do you know that the •'hot ''mifii

to so overseas from South Carolina'
in the World war was from Fairncld
county? Ho ' v^as Itandcdph Bratton.'.
son of Bishop Bratton, an eminent di-,
vine, and a si'ond.^on of Gen. John .
Bratton. a larse planter. 'When men
were called to join the Confederate
army General Bratton was among the
drst to enlist as a private in the
ranks, with a musket' on his shoulder.
When the war ended he was a brlsa-
dier soneral, risins to that rank by
sheer merit. Randolph Bratton re
ceived four citations for bravery in
the World war.. He - never refers to-
Ithem and they arc', kept in-a vault'
:in the bank. His .record is -enviable
and I fear very few are aware of it.!
Bhould we not puhlLsh these mcri-}
torious deeds lest the,v may be for
gotten?

, r

•; Vv;;


