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8

. Pmagnanimous Jotter of the gallant

[Eralton gnd Kearny: Brave and"rrﬁﬂ
‘ Men Both., - CM
" Only a few of Lhe surviving per-
sonal friends of the late Gen. John
Leatton know of a striking episode
in his ecarcer, unique, perhaps, in
the War for Southern Independence
and in many respects as remarkuble
as  the rcelebrated letter of Lord)]
Charles JMontagu to Major General
Moultrie, another South Caroeling
rebel, when he was a prisoner pf
war in the hands of the British,

w2

Maj. Cen. Philip Kearny, U. S. A,]
to the then Col. Joha Bratton, C.
S. A, who had JSbeen desperately
wounded et the battle of Seven
Pines, and was a prisoner at Forte!
ress Monroe, .
At the carnest request of a fele
low collegian and war comrade of
General Bratton, the Rev. Theodore
. {(now Bizhop) Bralton consented
to the publication of General Kearny's
Jetter to  his  father. ’

 “On May 31, 1862, Colonel Bratton,
fon foot, led his regiment,: the Sixth
South Carolina, in the battle bf?
seven Dines, or “Fair Qaks,” as it
- lis enlled at the North, though afters
eard the men ' scattered and each’
man foyght for himself, as at the’
battle at Kl Caney in the Spanish-
[Amcrican war, ' "

Colonel * Bratton's leadership and
gallantry attracted the attention of
his own communders, as shown in the
necompanying letter of Gen. R. H.
Anderson, asd challenged the admiras
Aion” of his focs, us proved by the

‘General Kearny. 1A .
" The Second brigade had four.
times  attacked the Federals and
driven them two miles from their
first line of Dbattle. In tho fourth’
charge, at about sundown, Colguel]
Beatton was scriously wounded in
the right arm, the ball entering ' his
body. In company with other
wounded men, Colonel Bratton ate
tempted to  get back “to the Con-!
federate lines, but was captured by,
men of Col. J. H. Hobart Ward's
“Ihivty-cighth New York regiment,
a few of the wounded makjng their

Colonel Bratton's wounds were 'nt:
first ‘thought to be fatal and he was]
asked if he had any message to send]
to his people -at home, His reply
lwas:  “Tell them the Sixth South
Carolinu fought as well as any men
ever did” But the wounds did nof
prove so dangerous, and were caree
fully dressed by Dr. B: Gesner, nsd
sistant rurgeon 6f Ward's regimont,
in whose hands Colonel Bratton, put
his watch for safe keeping.
The wounded prisoner was carried
to Fortress Monroe, and there cona
fined with a number of wounded Cons
federates in one of its dark and
damp hawer cascamates, !

General Kearny's Letter,
L;\ few days atfter his confinement,
L

‘14 1 forward by a special messenger,

Ileference isx made to a letier fromy,

e vt v g
sliser the fulluwing letldr frov
Gen: rai Kearny:

Dear Sus’ Co

T Tie fertunes of thic unnaturcl wag
bhave maude y»u & priconer, und ag
it wns in the hands of one of my
regiments (Uourty Maine, Culonel]
Walker) that you: fell, 1 take the
liberty, :n coartesy nnd good feeling,
of jutting n yself or friends of the
North at your dispu:al,

your sword, velt wnd  wateh, to-
gether with a letter from thke sur-
geon, Doctor Gesacr, who attended
Lyou, anid who is an' acquaintance o
your family 1t the South,

- If, sic, you will permit me the
ifavor, 1 also place at your eall‘a
‘credit with my bankers, Ripggs -&
Co,, Washingzton, of §200, which may.
.serve you until your own arranges
ments are made.

L The envelope §s addressed: g

escape, . B §

Jwhers he was comifortably lodged

‘olonel Hratton received by special

Yery respectfully, 1
) * Your ‘obedient scrvant, |
e © P, KEARNY,
Mnjor QGencral Commanding Third
Division, Third ()orgs. . E
Colonel Bratton, Sixth South Carqs
; lina Regiment. | L

“To Coionel Bratton, Prisoner of War,
*7ugixth South Carolina Regiment.
“To the care of and for inspectiop;
-of General Wadsworth, or Commijs-,
sary General of Prisoners, Washing-
ton."” . .
Surgeon -Gesner's Letter.
i The :nclosed letter- from PDoctor
Gesner reads as follows: :
Gamp near ,I-‘.ai_r, Oaks, Va, June 9

1862,
Colonal Bratten, Sixth South Carolipa)

Valunteers: - ) o

Sir: On the evening of May 31 the)
regriment under your command, being
one of thosn opposed to the hrigade
under command of Col. J. il, lob-
art Wavd, Thirty-cighih New York
Volunteers (to whose command | havg
the hounor to belong), you were, uns
fortunutely for you, severely woundesd
.and .came under my chiarge. On Ll\:}t
aceasion you placed in my charge for
salekeeping your watch, jand now, be-
ingz in a place.of safety, I have the
honor, through Gen. P, Keprny, com-

manding this divigion, to return the'
‘same. Wilh. the hope that vyour
,wounds, though severe, may not prove
fatal, I remain, with sincere syms
pathy, most respectfully vour obc_.‘,-
tdjent servant. ", G. ESNER, .
- Assistant Surgeon, Thirty-eighth N
" . I. ". . . - .
;" Doctor Gesner ‘in his letter to
"Coloncl Bratton .claims that he had

 been capturcd by a New York regi~

‘ment .(Ward's). and General Kearny,
it will be ‘noted, says that it wag
the Fourth Maine, but this discreps
ancy is of little consequence, for
.General Kearny commanded the di-
yvision which included both regiments.
, This letter. from GCeneral Kearny,
one’ of the ‘most eminent cavalry’
leaders of the Federal army, to a'
Confederate colonel whom he did not:
‘know personally, is at once a beau-;
tiful tribute to Colonel Bratton's gal-]
lantry and an evidence that General,)
;.Konrny, like Sir Y’hilip Sidney, was|
Mihe ‘impersonation of high thought,s
‘seated in a hegrt of courtesy,”
;" But General Kearny's kind -of-]
'ces did Tot end with the retyrn of!
bthe sword,” belt and watch to tho]
rvn-n_uulc-d Confederate. Colonel Brate;
iton Vs -ramoved to the upper tier
of casements’ of JFortress JMonroe,

and receiveil courteous attentions
from the suryean and other offis
lials, and hLe learned that the come]
fmandar of the “pricon had l'cc"i\'cd;

S Nt ter [enms Conaral Koarnv., roe

aucating thid overy constdiration: ba
shows - Rim When ke convale ced
and wWas aloewed te o nke o tedt pad
RO out fishoug, ke woule Degionaly
kbo i figh, and swmetines within
earshot, of the Conledcrate pichets.
One of General Lratton’s pleazantest
recollections of prison life was that
the soldier’s wife who Lud churge
of his me:s took the sk that he
would bria,, in and credited him with
ftheir value. When the happy day of
his exchange arrvived, and he  waa
about to leave the fort, the good
'womun handed him a sum of waoney
as the surplus of his ‘fish account,
and was 1ost urgent that he cee
‘eeive it. ’ :
.. Mow happy would General Bratton
fhave been had the fortunes of wae
permitted him to recipracate the
courtesies of his “friend, the enemy”;
how earncstly would he have worked
rfo_r Kearny's exchange or releuse on
parole; how warmly, after the dreads
[ful war was over, would he have wels
comed him to hospituble “Farming.
fton,” his country home in Lairfield
county!

]

But such was not to be. General
»Kmrny, the soldier of Fraace, in Al
giers and Italy, a hero of Contreras
and Cheruliusco, and major general pf
the United States army in the Cone
[ federate war, was to fall three months
later, the same year, while recon-
noitering kt Ox Hill, ncar Chantilly,
Va,
As a filting conclusion to this in-
tercsting cpisode in General Bratton's
brilliant cureer, and as cvidence that
ithis estimate of his courage and abil.
ity is not colored by personul friend-
ghip, the following letter of Mujor
General (afterwarnd Licutenant Gens
eral) Richard Il. Anderson is here!
presented: '
Camp, near Fredericksburg, Va., Jane
-ouary 24, 18634, ’
. General: 1 beg to recommend Col,
John Uration, commariding the Sixth)
pregiment, Seuth Carolina troops, fo
promotion to the rank of brijgadie
general. Jlis superior capacity und|
constancy in the.dizeharge of his or
'dinary duties as a colonel - woul
strongly recommend him for ndvance
ment, but he merita it more pariics
-ullnrly for his gallant conduct in bat.
tle. ' k
At Sceven P'ines he was one of th
leaders in the intrepid and irresisiid
ble charge of the Sccond division,
Longstrec!'s divikion, which cncouil
tered and bheat a greatly superior
'force of the enemy in four successive,
combats, driving them two  miles
from their fresh line of battle,
l; Throughout the whole action he
was conspicuous for skill and cours
age, coolness and good manugementd
At the close of the fourth and last
encounter he reecived a very severo
‘wound through the arm and shoulder;
His conduct excited my admiration,
and I am happy to perform this rather
tardy act of justice. | am, very re-
.spectfully, your most ohedieat sére
‘vant, R. H. ANDERSON, .
- Major General Provisional Army,

To Gen. S, Cooper, Adjutant and
Inspector Genoral,” Richmond, Va,
" On May .6,/ 1864, Colonel Bratton)
was appointed ‘n brigadier general-of
the Confrvdesate army, snd Jung, 9
following  the  appointment  wis
confirmed and he was ordered o
report to Gen, R, E, Lee. [lis brig-
lade  was  énmposed of the Fips

(941 h rolina Yoluntoer
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. " General ‘Braiton's Comnient. ™™™
. William Woodward Dixon, in some
iFairfield reminiscenc:s fo: The News)
‘and Herald, Winnsbero, says that he
fcan find no re.ord that Gen. John
:Bratton, Confederat? States  army,
was ever a meinber of any church.
'l do remember that-he was very
much_interested in his son's ordinae-
tion into the ministry. That’ son is
now bish¢: of the Mississippi dio-
cese, Going to hear Theodore preach
for the first time he came out of the
church and remarked at the door to
Col. Henry Gaillard: ‘The damned Jit|
tle rescal did pretty .well! Don't yo
think so, Henry"" . 3
s b, - Ao

.. "
TS

. - .‘....-su*’—*’ - ot T

"'W ) xﬁfx Rifst ty_ Qo Overseas . .1
W< H, Flenniken, Winnshoro, j W
and Herald, Winnsboro. ,~~".}l =00
you know that the *Arsts'mdn

in thtc "ngl'ld_ war }\('as f:imlt: Féair?cld
county? e was Rando) ratton,
son of Bishop Bration, au_noinmcnf di-,

Bratton. a laryge planter, When men
were called to join the Confederate
army General Bratton was among the
first to cnlist as a private in _the
ranks, with a musket on his shoulder.
When the war ended he was a briga-
dier general, rising to that rank by
sheer merit. Randolph Bratton re-
ceived four citations for bravery in
the World war, .He . never refers to.
!them and they are: kept in-a vault
in the bank, His record is -enviable

and I fear very few are aware of it.;
Should we not publish these meri-; .

torious deecds lest they may be for-:
Rotten?  © . Ul iieaeeaad

)

vine, and a grandson of Gen. John .

to go overseas from South Carolina -




